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     “And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, will 

keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

                      Philippians 4:7 (RSV) 

Texas Bapt ist  Ministry Assistants  

at the beautiful Airport Hilton Hotel! 

April 19-21, 2018 ~ Austin, Texas 

     Does this window box 
of plants and the bird 
make you think of spring? 
If so then its TIME to reg-
ister and make your hotel 
reservations for the 2018 
TBMA Conference. We 
are so  excited to share 
our plans with you. We  
believe you will feel “it is 
well” with your soul when 
you walk away from this 
conference experience. 

      Once again, your 2016-2018 officers repre-
sented your TBMA organization gladly at the 
2017 Baptist General Convention of Texas in 
Waco, November 12-14. 

     Ninfa’s, we will miss you. We 
love their food and the atmosphere. 
Go by and see them the next time 
you are in downtown Waco.  

     Ladies. Do you recognize this awe-
some pastor—he may be yours? He is 
dutifully signing his Ministry Assistant up 
for the drawing of a FREE 2018 TBMA 
Membership. Way to go Pastor! 

     The “rock stars” or the Texas 
stars are back at Magnolia Mkt. 
bakery buying cupcakes for our 
MAs back home...that’s our story! 

it is well... 
 Back in April of 2016, four ladies agreed to a journey of working together to 
serve Texas Baptist Ministry Assistants as your 2016-2018 officers and to plan your 
2018 Conference. As we met and prayed as to what direction to take for our theme 
and emphasis, little did we know what the future held. 2017 has proven to be quite 

challenging for many of our churches along the coastal area. They were hit with hurricane Harvey, causing horrific damage, loss 
and devastation. Then in recent weeks there was the shooting at one of our churches that resulted in the loss of life in great 
numbers, affecting so many. 
 Philippians 4:7 (NAS) says, “And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.” Even in the midst of such tragic loss and devastation, we can find peace, comfort and rest in Jesus. 
While our hearts are still heavy and hurting, we find comfort in the arms of our loving Father. It is well. He has this. Our pain 
does not escape Him. I would ask that you continue to pray for our sister church in Sutherland Springs and the coastal churches 
as they heal and rebuild. 
 I also want to say how blessed I am to be working with some amazing and hard-working ladies. They are such a bless-
ing and have been a constant source of encouragement to me personally. I do hope you will make every effort to join us in the 
beautiful city of Austin, Texas for the 2018 TBMA Conference. The Hilton Austin Airport is a fabulous hotel. It is a restored Air 
Force Base with a deep history connected to the Austin community. As we planned for you, we worked very hard to meet as 
many needs as possible. There should be several sessions which will benefit you, no matter what your particular need might be. 
 
See you in Austin! 
Linda Bright 
 

See page three for                  
2018 Conference Registration 
information! The time is NOW 

to register and make                    
hotel reservations. 

The 2018 TBMA Command Center  



TIME IS MARCHING ON                                                                                                         

AND WE WANT TO SEE YOU AT THE 2018 TBMA CONFERENCE                                                                                                                                                 

Just send your 2018 dues NOW to be an active TBMA member!                                   
Also you need to send in your reservation (which you will find on page 3 of this newsletter.)                                             

AND really importantly, BOOK YOUR HOTEL NOW before March 31st. No assurance of rooms 

after that date. We look forward to seeing you in Austin, April 19-21, 2018. 

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ ___ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _ 

TBMA New Membership or Renewal Form 
Membership is for current or retired employees or volunteers in Baptist churches, Associations, Hospitals, State Conventions, Schools,      

Universities, State Newspapers/Magazines, Children’s Homes, Retirement Homes, or any other Baptist entity.  

(Please type or print) 

Name____________________________________ Birth Date (Month/Day)____________________ 

 

Office Position_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Office Phone (_______) ___________-_____________________ 

 

Church/Association_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

City__________________________________ Zip+ 4_______________________________ 

 

Email______________________________________________________________________ 

 

New Membership ($45) 

Renewing Membership ($35) 

Retiree Membership ($15) 

Annual Membership Dues: January-December 
Please make checks payable to Texas Baptist Ministry Assistants (TBMA) and mail to: 

                          Pat Ellison, Secretary/Treasurer, First Baptist Church, 217 W. Cass, Gilmer, TX 75644 

************************************************************** 

“Like us on Facebook” 

TBMA FINANCIAL REPORT 
Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements 

August 1, 2017 through October 31, 2017 

 

Beginning Cash Balance:                            $    4,855.65 
 

Income: 

 Membership dues, Conference fees,                               

 & 2018 Vendor fees Received        $   4,920.00 

                  

                 Total Deposits:               $   4,920.00 
                                         

Expenses:  

       2017 NASBS Conference Expense $   1,365.60 

 Transfer to Higher Ground (Bapt. Foundation)

                                                          $      220.00

        

                       Total Expenses:              $   1,585.60 
 

Ending Cash Balance as of 10/31/2017:     $   8,190.05 

 

Baptist Foundation of Texas Endowment Fund now 

known as Higher Ground: 

 

Beginning Market Value:                            $   4,151.65 

 

                 Interest income:               $        12.76 

                 Transfer                           $      220.00 

                

Ending Market Value as of 10/31//2017:   $    4,384.41 

 

Historic Dollar Value as of 9/30/2017:       $   4,270.00

      Rita Sweatt, well known speaker and soloist, will be our  Fr iday night 

banquet speaker for the 2018 Conference. We met Rita at the NASBS Confer-

ence in South Carolina last April. She is biblically sound first of all, but oh, 

that wit! You will love her stories and beautiful soprano voice. She definitely 

has that “Wow” factor we look for! 

     Rita was born in Thomas, OK to a wonderful Christian mom and dad. She 

graduated from Oklahoma Baptist University, B.M.E. and married her high 

school sweetheart, Dr. Lloyd Sweatt in 1980. They have 3 girls, Megan, Molly 

and Shelby. They also have 3 grandchildren, Jaylen, Ella and “Scout” who 

keep them busy. 

     She is a member and pastor’s wife at Meadowood Baptist Church, Amory, 

MS. Rita teaches a Sunday School class for Single Moms, as well as being 

guest soloist and speaker for women’s events and conventions.  

     Rita’s prayer is taken from Colossians 1:10—“...that I may live a life     

worthy of the Lord and may please Him in every way; bearing fruit in every 

good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all 

power according to His glorious might so that I may have great endurance and       

patience and joyfully give thanks to the Father who has qualified me to share in 

the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light.” You will be glad to sit 

under Rita’s wisdom and wit when you attend the 2018 TBMA Conference. 

She’s worth the “trip!” Google her at Rita Sweatt and get to know her through 

her website and on FB. 

Conference and Hotel Registra-
tion information... 

2018 Conference Registration 
You can begin registering for the 2018 Conference anytime you 

want to by sending your registration form and fees to: 

Pat Ellison 

First Baptist Church 

217 W. Cass 

Gilmer, TX   75644 

 

Registration for TBMA Members: $225.00 

 

Registration for Non-TBMA Members:   $270.00 

 

Hotel Reservations 
Room rates King, 2 Double beds:   $147.00 

(Rooms must be secured by March 31 to get the dis-

counted conference rate. There will be no guarantee of rooms at all 

after March 31, because this is the heart and time of the 

Bluebonnet season in the Hill Country! Please keep that 

in mind when you begin thinking about reserving your room.) 

                                                                                                           

If you come a day early or stay a day later, you should get your 

extra nights at the conference rate. Online reservations do not    

reflect that information, so you might want to call the hotel directly 

to make sure you get your discounted rate—Verline at the Hilton, 

512-634-2164.  

And the winners are…!!!!!!!!! Our Vice President/Program... 

     "In all His relationships, God reaches for man. Reaches for 

you who have fallen and scraped your heart raw, for you who 

feel shame of words that have snaked off your tongue and 

poisoned corners of your life, for you who keep trying to  

cover up pain with perfectionism. Your God refuses to give 

up on you. Your God looks for you when you're feeling lost, 

and your God seeks you out when you're down, and your God 

calls for you when you feel cast aside." (The Greatest Gift by 

Ann Voskamp) 

     TBMA conferences are great for honing skills and net-

working with old and new friends, but it can also be a time 

for encouraging and refreshing our souls. We are offering 

breakout sessions at the April Conference to do just that. 

Healing Hurting Hearts is a session reaching out to any-

one who comes to our conference with heavy hearts. Whether 

you are dealing with a hurting heart in your family, in your 

marriage, or in your office, God is there to comfort and 

strengthen you.  

     Gossip: The Dreaded Tongue and Playing Well with 

Others are two different sessions that will help you in 

your relationship with others. Each of these will touch on how 

we see and relate to those around us not only in the office, but 

at home, at church, and in our community. I look forward to 

seeing you in April!                                                             

    Diane Peacock 

     We had the best time at the Baptist General Conven-

tion of Texas in November, meeting your ministers and 

co-workers. They were so good to sign you up for a 

FREE TBMA 2018 membership! However, their delight 

could have been sparked by their possibility of winning 

a FREE Starbuck’s gift card—you think? At any rate, 

we want to share the names of our winners. 

Drummmmmm roll…… 

 

Rose Vickery from FBC, Kenedy won a FREE 2018 

TBMA membership and her co-worker, Amy Buelke 

won a FREE Starbuck’s gift card. 

 

Linda Parker from FBC, Crowley won a FREE 2018 

TBMA membership and her Minister of Education, 

Keith Warren won a FREE Starbuck’s gift card. 

 

     Congratulations ladies and Keith. We look forward 

to seeing Rose and Linda in Austin for the 2018 TBMA 

Conference, April 19-21, 2018. And we hope to see 

YOU there as well! 
    Marine Moore 



Texas Baptist Ministry Assistants 2018 Conference Registration      

April 19—21, 2018 

(Please print legibly.) 

 
Name:____________________________________  Position:__________________________________________ 

 

Birthdate:_________________________________ 

                     

Business Address:______________________________________________________ 

 

City:_________________________________________  Zip:___________________ 

 

Office Phone:__________________________________  Cell:  ___________________________________ 

 

Email:______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Church, Association, Convention you work for:_____________________________________________________ 

 

Is this your first TBMA Conference?____________  How many have you  attended?_____________ 

 

Total years of services as a Ministry Assistant:______________ 

 

Fees enclosed for checked boxes: 

 

TBMA Annual Membership fee for 2018 [     ]      $__________________ 

 

 New membership:  $45 

 Renewing membership:  $35 

 Retiree membership:  $15 

 

Conference Fee:     $225.00               TBMA Member [     ] $_________________

  

      $270.00       Non-TBMA Member [     ] $__________________ 

       

                   Spouse/Guest Meal Costs [     ] $__________________

        

        Total amount enclosed: $__________________ 

 

 

Spouse/Guest Name:_____________________________________  will be eating the following meals with me— 

 

Friday breakfast [$27       ]  lunch  [$23       ]  banquet  [$38       ]  Saturday breakfast  [$27       ] 

 

I plan to bring a door prize:______________ 

 

Make checks payable to TBMA, mail with registration form to: 

 

Pat Ellison 

First Baptist Church 

217 W. Cass 

Gilmer, TX   75644 

 

Texas Baptist Ministry Assistants 

Nominating Committee for 2018-2020 
 

Chair:  Pam King, TBMA Member 

First Baptist Church 

P.O. Box 1453, Orange, TX   77631 

pam@fbco.org 

Office:  409-886-7461 

 

Candy Carroll, TBMA Member 

Lubbock Baptist Association 

4207 34th Street, Lubbock, TX   79410 

candy@lubbockbaptist.com 

Office:  806-791-4442 

 

Nell Collins, Lifetime TBMA Member 

Retired from FBC, Longview 

5896 Lansing Loop, Longview, TX   75605 

bn.collins@att.net 

903-753-6115 

 

Karen White, Lifetime TBMA Member 

Retired from FBC, Coppell 

P.O. Box 783, McKinney, TX   75070 

kwhite3697@aol.com 

972-978-6581 

 

      Pray for these ladies as they pray and seek the leadership for our 2018-2020 Conference       

period. They have a huge job ahead of them and need God’s wisdom as they go through our     

current membership (make sure your 2017 dues are up to date). Pray for yourself and see if God 

puts the desire in your heart to serve as a possible officer for the next couple of years. Be ready to 

say “yes” if you should get “the call!” 

 

      One of the sessions we are offering at our 2018 Conference is “What Being an Officer 

Means” taught by the capable Nell Collins. Nell has been an officer in her local Gregg Asso-

ciation, the TBMA, as well as our National Association of Southern Baptist Secretaries on several 

occasions. She knows what it takes to be an effective and efficient officer. 

 

      Your 2016-2018 Officers have been praying, meeting and planning a wonderful conference  

experience for you at the beautiful Austin Airport Hilton Hotel. We believe we have a super line-

up of interesting sessions, excellent leadership, music, Bible study, good food, fun times, as well 

as times of fellowship with our Lord. 

 

      Plan now to be a part of the 2018 TBMA Conference! Looking for you to be there!!   


